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An

Iconic 
Setting

It is one of the most recognisable 
landmarks in the city of Cardiff, 
offering its students a world-class 

training environment at the heart 
of the thriving Welsh capital.  

The College’s stunning architecture 
includes an acoustically excellent 
chamber music recital hall, a 
beautiful courtyard theatre, state-
of-the-art movement and dance 
studios, and an impressive foyer 
space and exhibition gallery.

Its nearest neighbour is Cardiff Castle 
and its back garden is the vast and 
historic urban green space of Bute Park.

As a setting in which to train for a 
career in performance or its related 
professions, the Royal Welsh College 
of Music & Drama is hard to beat.
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CARDIFF IS 
THE UK’S MOST 
AFFORDABLE CITY* 

1. Royal Welsh College 
of Music & Drama

2. Principality Stadium
3. Cardiff Castle
4. New Theatre
5. National Museum  

& Gallery of Wales
6. St David’s Hall
7. Sherman Cymru Theatre

8. Wales Millennium Centre 
Home of Welsh National 
Opera. BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales and National 
Dance Company Wales

9. BBC Drama Village & Centre 
for Creative Industries 
Home of Doctor Who, 
Sherlock, Casualty

10. City Centre
11. Cardiff Bay
12. Cardiff University 

Students’ Union
13. Severn Point Student 

Accommodation
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A

Creative
City
The capital city of Wales, Cardiff 
is one of the UK’s most popular 
university cities, buzzing with 
youthful creative energy.

The city’s impressive range 
of arts, sporting and 
cultural venues are all 

within easy walking distance. 
The city produces an imaginative 
programme of events and 
festivals, and you will find all the 
eating, shopping and nightlife 
options you would expect in a 
thriving European capital. It is 
also the UK’s most affordable 
city for students to live in*. 

With the creative sector booming 
in Wales, there are exciting 
opportunities for our students 
and graduates to gain experience 
and find employment. Cardiff 
is home to the national arts 
companies of Wales and to the 
BBC’s largest drama production 
centre outside London.

* Natwest Student Living Index 2019 
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A 

Dynamic 
Environment
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As well as being the National Conservatoire of 
Wales, the College is also popular with audiences 
and one of Cardiff’s busiest arts venues. 

In addition to a diverse programme 
of performances involving students 
of all disciplines, the College 

attracts leading international artists, 
providing opportunities for students 
to learn up-close from some of the 
world’s most renowned performers.

The College has also been selected as 
a host venue for major international 
events and festivals including 
BBC Young Musician, World Stage 
Design and BBC Cardiff Singer 
of the World, putting students at 
the centre of worldwide activity in 
these fields. In 2022, RWCMD will 
welcome World Harp Congress.

Photo: RWCMD is 
proud to be a venue 
for BBC Cardiff Singer 
of the World, hosting 
masterclasses and 
the prestigious Song 
Prize recitals.  
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Professional 
Standards
The latest conditions and practices of the 
professional world provide the blueprint 
for the training on offer at RWCMD. 

All members of the teaching 
staff remain active within 
their professions and draw 

on their own professional experience 
to ensure the training at RWCMD 
is informed by the latest demands 
of the arts and creative industries.   

There is also regular input from 
inspirational figures within 
the College’s wider network, 
which includes international 
artists, directors, conductors 
and other practitioners.     

Collaborations with organisations 
including Welsh National Opera 
and the BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales, and with major production 
companies, up-and-coming writers, 
emerging theatre directors and 
composers provide further vital 
exposure to professional networks.

8 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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Photo: Richard Burton 
Theatre - is an intimate 
180-seat courtyard 
theatre, with a state-
of-the art flying system 
and tension wire grid.
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Creative 
Diversity
The College’s unique combination of courses 
presents opportunities for students to get involved 
in all sorts of creative collaborations.

10 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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With performers 
training alongside 
composers, designers, 

backstage specialists and arts 
managers, the quality of the 
creative output is outstanding.   

Students of all disciplines work side 
by side on concerts, exhibitions, 
opera, drama and musical theatre 
productions throughout the year. 
The College actively promotes 
an entrepreneurial approach to 

career building, providing access 
to facilities and dedicated space 
in the timetable for students to 
develop their own projects. 

This is an important aspect of 
the RWCMD experience, allowing 
students to develop a range of 
professional skills, discover new 
career pathways and build the 
networks that will form the basis 
of their professional lives.

11www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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A 

Close 
Community
With fewer than 1,000 students, the College is small enough 
that you won’t get lost in the crowd. It’s a very special 
place and we hope you will feel very much at home.

12 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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We pride ourselves on 
offering an exceptionally 
high level of individual 

attention and support, both 
academic and pastoral.

Dedicated staff provide support and 
advice for students with a range of 
different needs from centrally located 
offices next to the student common 
room, shop, bar and canteen.

Regular social events include open 
mic nights, themed end-of-term 
parties and of course, the Summer 

Ball, which is the highlight of the 
social calendar. College-based clubs 
and societies include Christian Union, 
LGBTQ+, Diversity Society, Rugby, 
Football, Yoga, Pilates and Circuits. 

Every new student is guaranteed 
an en-suite study bedroom in a 
shared flat at the halls of residence, 
which is on a fully managed, secure 
site just ten minutes’ walk from the 
College. The Students’ Union runs 
a hugely successful programme 
to help new students find suitable 
flatmates before they arrive.

13www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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Music

It’s a microcosm of the arts world 
under one roof and, for a few 
years you have access to it all.
Catrin Finch,  
International Harpist and Artist-in-Residence 

Photo: International violinist Nicola Benedetti mentoring 
students for a weekend of masterclasses and recitals.

The diversity of the 
music profession 
is reflected in the 
opportunities on 
offer to students 
from their first 
day at RWCMD.

 #RWCMDMusic

16 www.rwcmd.ac.uk

Music



 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programmes

BMus (Hons) Music 
BMus (Hons) Jazz

4 Years

Postgraduate 
Programmes

Postgraduate 
Diploma in Advanced 
Professional Practice

1 Year

MA or Postgraduate 
Diploma in Jazz

2 Years

MMus or Postgraduate 
Diploma

• Music Performance

• Orchestral Performance

• Historical Performance

• Multi Instrument 
Woodwind Performance

• Collaborative Piano

• Orchestral Conducting

• Brass Band Conducting

• Choral Conducting

• Composition

• Composer-Performer

2 Years 
(1 year option 
available in 
some cases)

Graduate Diploma in 
Vocal Performance

1 Year

Opera School 
Programmes 
(see pages 26 & 27)

MA in Advanced Opera 
Performance

2 Years

MA in Opera Directing 1 Year

MA in Repetiteur Studies 2 Years

MA in Opera 360: The Opera 
Industry (delivered online)

2 Years (Full Time) 
3 -5 Years (Part Time)

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/music

The masterclasses have 
had a massive impact 
on my learning and 
outlook on performing. 
Sioned Evans

WORLD-CLASS 
TEACHING
From one-to-one teachers, 
accompanists and ensemble 
coaches to guest conductors 
and visiting international 
artists, some of the world’s 
most inspirational musicians 
contribute to the students’ 
training experience.

In addition to one-to-one lessons 
(usually weekly), instrumentalists 
and singers work individually 
with one of the College’s 
professional accompanists 
to explore repertoire and 
develop a collaborative context 
for their performances.

EUROPE’S FIRST 
STEINWAY-EXCLUSIVE 

CONSERVATOIRE

17www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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COACHING AND 
MENTORING
RWCMD places a strong emphasis 
on developing employable 
musicians with strong skills in 
collaborative music-making. 
Every instrumentalist is an 
active chamber musician, with 
regular coaching and mentoring 
from leading professionals.

In a small group, 
there’s nowhere 
to hide. It’s the 
best training. 
Simon Jones,  
Head of String Performance

Photo: A week of workshops, sessions 
and open rehearsals with Manchester 
Collective & African folk trio Chesaba 

#RWCMDStrings
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ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE
Our Chamber Music programmes feature 
student performances alongside recitals 
by international artists. The popular 
Chamber Tuesdays series provides further 
opportunities for public performance 
throughout the year, with the most 
successful groups able to secure bookings 
through the College’s ‘Hire a Performer’ 
programme. Many have also auditioned 
successfully for the Live Music Now! 
initiative funded by Yehudi Menuhin 
OM KBE and Ian Stoutzker CBE.

Photo: Pat King, Head of Percussion & 
Christopher Augustine, RWCMD Tutor 
& Sub Principal Trombone of WNO, 
rehearsing for The Big Bash Weekend.  

You get to play with musicians from all kinds of styles 
and backgrounds; it’s a great place to find your voice. 
Felix Lindsell-Hales,  
Year of the Dog

#RWCMDPercussion  
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Photo: RWCMD Symphony Orchestra & 
Chorus at St David’s Hall performing And 
The Sun Stood Still written by final year 
composer and clarinettist Sarah Jenkins. 

ORCHESTRAL TRAINING
The College has strong links 
with BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales and the Orchestra 
of Welsh National Opera, 
both offering a range of 
opportunities for RWCMD 
students to gain practical 
insights into the demands 
of professional life. 

The College’s performance 
programme includes 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Chamber Orchestra, Concert 
Orchestra, Musical Theatre, 
opera productions and 
gala performances, with 
opportunities for many 
students to enjoy a wide range 
of styles and repertoire.

20 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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GRADUATE CAREERS
Tianyi Lu

• BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales, Guest Assistant 
to Thomas Søndergård

• Halle Orchestra, Guest 
Assistant to Sir Mark Elder

• Gustavo Dudamel 
Fellow, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra 

• Appointed Assistant 
Conductor of Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra (2017)

• Associate Female 
Conductor-in-Residence with 
Welsh National Opera (2019)

• Winner of 2020 Sir 
George Solti International 
Conducting Competition

Photo: Alis Huws became the Official 
Harpist to The Prince of Wales 
before graduating from RWCMD.

The Stoutzker Prize is the College’s most 
prestigious competition for solo performance. 
Finalists are accompanied by the RWCMD 
Chamber Orchestra in the Dora Stoutzker Hall.

21www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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You guys are 
first class, 
man. There’s 
something 
going on in 
the water.
Quincy Jones

JAZZ
RWCMD jazz musicians play to 
a packed foyer at the College’s 
regular Friday evening 
AmserJazzTime session, which 
also tours to venues around 
the country. Students also 
feature alongside well-known 
guest artists in our annual 
three-day AmserJazzTime 
festival. Recent appearances 
have also included the 
London Jazz Festival.  

Jazz drummer Ollie Howell 
has been mentored by 
music legend, Quincy 
Jones since they first 
met at RWCMD. Ollie has 
released two jazz albums 
and toured the world, 
receiving critical acclaim.  

#RWCMDJazz

22 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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PROFESSIONAL 
SKILLS
With a view to extending 
and developing their career 
plans, there are opportunities 
for students to take part 
in projects and develop 
skills in teaching, outreach 
work, workshop leadership, 
composing and arranging, 
concert management and 
aspects of arts management.

The annual one-day 
Atmospheres festival 
features an eclectic 
mix of world premieres 
from live and electronic 
performances to cross-
genre explorations and 
immersive soundscapes.

COMPOSITION
In addition to the 
collaborative opportunities 
on offer throughout the 
College, student composers 
are encouraged to make 
professional connections 
and have recently worked on 
projects with dance, opera 
and theatre companies, 
orchestras, TV producers, 
film-makers and artists. 

Photo: Joanne Higginbottom secured an 
internship with producer and composer, Tyler 
Bates in Los Angeles during her final year 
at RWCMD. She returned to Bates’ studio 
after graduating and her music has since 
been featured in films including Guardians 
Of The Galaxy and Deadpool 2 as well as 
numerous TV shows and video game titles.

Photo: Schools Opera outreach project

23www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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The Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama is proud to host the

14th World 
Harp Congress
22-28 July, 2022
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A homecoming 
for harpists 
and harp 
enthusiasts 
from around 
the world.
Catrin Finch,  
whc2022.wales



Opera

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Postgraduate 
Programmes

MA Advanced Opera 
Performance  

2 Years

MA Repetiteur Studies 2 Years

MA Opera Directing 1 Year

MA Opera 360: 
The Opera Industry 
(delivered online) 

2 Years (Full Time) 
3 -5 Years (Part Time)

The David Seligman Opera School at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music & Drama provides one 
of the most fully integrated opera training 
experiences available anywhere in the world.

Photo: John Fisher, 
Artistic Director of 
the David Seligman 
Opera School, 
working with 
Advanced Opera 
Performance students

A Young Artists 
Programme by any 
other name, we aim 
for our School to 
be the last stage in 
opera training, so 
that our students can 
enter the world of 
opera and become 
the leading artists 
of their generation.
John Fisher, Artistic Director of 
the David Seligman Opera School

IN 
ASSOCIATION 
WITH WELSH 

NATIONAL 
OPERA

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/opera

 #RWCMDOpera
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Photo: Pianist David Doidge joined the 
music staff at Welsh National Opera 
immediately after graduating as a full-time 
repetiteur and is now their Chorus Master.

For me training at College was a great experience. 
My first performance was the opera gala with WNO, 
which for me was just everything. Whatever I’m doing 
now, 95% of it I learned at the Royal Welsh College.
Blaise Malaba, Royal Opera House Jette Parker Young Artist

The opera school 
provides opportunities 
for orchestral musicians, 
conductors, composers, 
designers and stage 
management students.

Photo: RWCMD’s production of Albert Herring in 
the Dora Stoutzker Hall at RWCMD, conducted by 
David Jones and directed by Martin Constantine.

GRADUATE CAREERS
Justina Gringyte 

• Royal Opera House Jette 
Parker Young Artist

• Maddalena, Rigoletto, ROH

• Fenena, Nabucco 
with WNO

• 2015 International 
Opera Awards Young 
Singer of the Year

• Carmen, ENO & Lithuanian 
National Opera 

• Suzuki, Madama Butterfly, 
Gran Teatre del Liceu 

• Santuzza, Cavalleria 
Rusticaca, Scottish Opera 

27www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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Photo: RWCMD’s production of 
Street Scene at Sherman Theatre.
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Acting

One of the most 
thorough and 
searching actor 
training courses 
in Europe.
Simon Stephens, Playwright

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programme

BA (Hons) Acting 3 Years

Postgraduate 
Programme

MA Acting for Stage, 
Screen and Radio

1 Year  
(plus Independent 
Performance Project)

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/acting

 #RWCMDActing
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SHOWCASE 
PERFORMANCES
Annual showcases in Cardiff 
and London place final 
year students in front of 
leading agents and casting 
directors. North America 
students also have US 
Showcase in New York City. 

THE RICHARD 
BURTON COMPANY
For the final year of their 
training, actors join the 
College’s Richard Burton 
Company, together with 
students from the stage 
management, scenic 
construction and design 
courses. Working with 
professional directors and 
production supervisors, the 
company produces around 15 
shows every year, from classic 
plays to contemporary drama.

NEW WRITING
The College’s annual new 
writing festival enables actors 
to work closely with up-and-
coming writers and directors 
on plays commissioned by 
RWCMD in association with 
The Royal Court, Paines 
Plough and The Sherman 
Theatre. Productions open 
at RWCMD before moving 
to London’s Gate Theatre. 
The courses also feature 
opportunities for students 
to explore their own ideas, 
develop original work and 
take part in masterclasses 
with some of the country’s 
most exciting writers.

Photo: Actor Matthew Rhys meets students 
and graduates at the New York Showcase.

31www.rwcmd.ac.uk

Acting



The boy 
who stole 
the show.
The Evening Standard

Anthony Boyle was cast as 
Scorpius Malfoy in the original 
West End production of 
Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child during his final term at 
RWCMD. He won an Olivier 
Award as Best Supporting 
Actor for his performance 
and reprised the role for the 
Broadway production in 2018, 
for which he was nominated 
for Best Featured Actor in a 
Play at the 72nd Tony Awards.  

Rakie Ayola played the adult 
Hermione Granger in the 
West End production of Harry 
Potter and the Cursed Child.

Actors work on location 
with a professional crew 
to gain an understanding 
of the specific demands 
of film and TV work

Photo: A physical theatre masterclass 
with graduate Rakie Ayola. 

MASTERCLASSES
The College’s Masterclass 
Series provides opportunities 
to network with leading 
professionals and get 
expert advice on everything 
from audition technique 
to working with agents. 

32 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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What RWCMD 
does brilliantly 
is offer up 
a variety of 
different projects 
throughout 
your training to 
prepare you for 
the outside world.
Alex Vlahos

Clare Dunne, co-wrote and stars in 
Herself, which had it’s premier at the 
legendary Sundance Film Festival. 
Clare joins fellow acting graduates 
Tom Cullen and Alexander Vlahos 
in creating debut films alongside 
their successful acting careers.  

93% STUDENT 
SATISFACTION*

GRADUATE CAREERS
Alex Vlahos 

• Doctors, BBC Wales

• Merlin, BBC TV

• Privates, BBC TV

• Macbeth with Sir Kenneth 
Branagh, Manchester 
International Festival 

• Fortune’s Fool, Old 
Vic Theatre

• Versailles, BBC TV

• Bang, BBC TV
*2020 National Student Survey
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Photo: Richard Burton Company production of  
Bus Stop in RWCMD’s Bute Theatre  



P
h

o
to

 b
y 

K
ir

st
en

 M
cT

er
n

an



Musical 
Theatre

The College’s Musical Theatre training has attracted attention and 
support from some of the biggest names in the industry. It places 
students at the epicentre of the College’s creatively diverse community, 
working in close collaboration with music, drama, production and design.

NEW 
UNDERGRADUATE 

PROGRAMME 
FOR 2021

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programme

BA (Hons) Musical Theatre 3 Years

Postgraduate 
Programme

MA Musical Theatre 1 Year

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/musicaltheatre

#RWCMDMusicalTheatre
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NEW WRITING
Dedicated performance-
based projects within 
the programmes provide 
opportunities for students 
to explore and contribute 
to the creative process. The 
College hosts annual pitching 
days in collaboration with 
the Musical Theatre Network 
and students have been 
involved in the research and 
development stages of a 
number of new musicals. 

MAIN STAGE 
PERFORMANCES
In the final stages of training, 
all Musical Theatre students 
take part in rehearsals and 
public performances of fully 
staged productions, working 
under professional conditions 
as part of the College’s 
Richard Burton Company. 
Recent productions have 
included The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame, Betty Blue Eyes, 
Cabaret and Company.

SHOWCASE 
PERFORMANCES
Towards the end of their 
training, students perform 
in Showcase events in 
Cardiff and London for an 
invited audience of industry 
professionals including 
agents and casting directors. 
North American students 
also have the opportunity 
to take part in the College’s 
New York Showcase.

37www.rwcmd.ac.uk

Musical Theatre



PROFESSIONAL 
ORIENTATION
Throughout their training, 
students work regularly with 
visiting directors and other 
professionals who are active 
within the musical theatre 
industry. This provides 
opportunities to build vital 
networks, understand the 
latest developments within 
the industry and identify 
employment strategies. 
RWCMD has developed 
links with some of the 
leading figures in musical 
theatre and recent visitors 
to the College have included 
Luke Evans (pictured) and 
Lin Manuel Miranda.

CABARET AND 
CONCERT EVENTS
As well as regular cabaret 
performances throughout 
the year, opportunities 
may arise for students to 
take part in special concert 
performances. In recent 
years, Musical Theatre 
students and graduates have 
performed at the College 
for special guests including 
Dame Shirley Bassey; at 
the Rockerfeller Center in 
New York City in honour of 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, and 
at Buckingham Palace for 
HRH The Prince of Wales.

38 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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Clodagh Long was the 
recipient of the first Andrew 
Lloyd Webber Scholarship at 
RWCMD. Her stage credits 
include Sharon Rabitte in the 
original West End cast of The 
Commitments at The Palace 
Theatre. She has toured the 
US with Irish vocal group, The 
Celtic Angels and performs 
regularly in her own cabaret 
show, Cathy and the Cliffs, 
a celebration of the musical 
legacy of Kate Bush.

Luke McCall joined the cast of Les 
Misérables after graduating from RWCMD 
and is the youngest actor ever to play 
the roles of both Jean Valjean and the 
Phantom in the West End. Luke and 
fellow RWCMD graduate, Emma Warren 
are both cast members in the acclaimed 
new production of Les Misérables 
in London’s Sondheim Theatre.

POSTGRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships for successful 
MA in Musical Theatre 
students are provided by 
Honorary Fellows of the 
College, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Catherine 
Zeta-Jones, and by the 
Leverhulme Trust.

Photo: Andrew Lloyd 
Webber pictured in the Dora 
Stoutzker Hall at RWCMD.
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Photo: Richard Burton Company production 
of Company in the Sherman Studio

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

K
ir

st
en

 M
cT

er
n

an



Stage 
Management 
& Technical 
Theatre
Unlike many of the training options on 
offer to people who want to work in the 
backstage professions, RWCMD’s courses 
combine extensive training in core technical 
skills, sound and lighting design, and the 
full range of stage management skills.

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programme

BA (Hons) Stage Management 
& Technical Theatre

A full range of training 
and experience in stage 
management, technical skills, 
sound and lighting design

3 Years

Postgraduate 
Programme

MA Stage & Event 
Management

1 Year full time plus 
work-based module

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/stageman

PRODUCTION PLACEMENTS
According to their individual interests 
and career goals, students gain a 
broad practical experience in a range 
of technical and production roles. As 
part of the Richard Burton Company, 
they are responsible for eleven shows 
each year, ranging from small scale 
tours of specially commissioned new 
plays through to main stage musicals. 

The College’s artistic 
programme also offers 
opportunities to work on 
music concerts, opera 
productions, in-house 
events and festivals. 

*2019 National Student Survey 

90% STUDENT 
SATISFACTION*

#RWCMDStageMGMT

42 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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Stage management 
students perform the 
key technical, sound 
and lighting design and 
production roles on all of 
the College’s productions.

Of the eleven 
placements, students 
can take up to three 
with external companies 
in the UK or overseas.

Every summer, RWCMD stage managers run Venue 13 at the 
Edinburgh Fringe, providing full production support for 150 
professional performances during the three-week festival.

44 www.rwcmd.ac.uk
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As one of his production 
placements while at 
RWCMD, Sam Griesser 
worked on the UK tour 
of Wicked! the Musical. 
Since graduating, he 
has worked as Assistant 
Stage Manager on 
international tours of 
Wicked! and Matthew 
Bourne’s Sleeping 
Beauty, and as Assistant 
Company Manager 
for the international 
tour of The Phantom 
of the Opera.

It’s not a 
breezy course – 
sometimes you’ll 
be working from 
9am until 10pm, 
but it mirrors 
the industry.
Sam Griesser

RWCMD alumnus Tim Routledge 
is now the Hodge International 
Chair in Stage Management 
at the College. As one of the 
UK’s leading lighting designers, 
his CV includes the opening 
ceremony of the London 2012 
Olympic Games, Beyoncé’s 
world tour and Stormzy’s iconic 
Glastonbury set in 2019 (photo).

GRADUATE CAREERS
Tafara Takavarasha

• Matthew Bourne’s The 
Red Shoes - Assistant 
Stage Manager, 
UK Tour, 2017

• Wicked! The Musical - 
ASM/Book Cover, UK 
and Ireland Tour, 2018

• The Book of Mormon 
- ASM/Book Cover, 
UK and International 
Tour, since 2019

© @timmsy

100% GRADUATE 
EMPLOYMENT*

*For undergraduate students. 

Source 2018 & 2019 Discover Uni
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Photo: Visiting Director Iqbal Khan (RSC) in rehearsals for The 
Taming of the Shrew in RWCMD’s Richard Burton Theatre. 
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Scenic 
Construction

This unique course equips students with the essential craft 
skills required for scenic construction and provides a work-
based route into the theatre, film, TV and related industries. 

ONLY 8 PLACES 
AVAILABLE

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programme

Foundation Degree in 
Scenic Construction

2 Years

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/scenic

Students will 
be based in the 
College’s large and 
superbly-equipped 
workshops at 
Llanishen Studios.

#RWCMDScenic
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WORK-BASED 
TRAINING
After an initial period of 
training in CAD, carpentry and 
metalwork skills required for 
the construction of theatrical 
sets, students spend the 
remainder of the course on a 
series of industry placements 
in the theatres at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music & 
Drama and with the College’s 
external partners. Cardiff is 
home to some of the UK’s 
largest scenic workshops 
providing world-class scenery 
services to some of the 
most prestigious production 
companies in the world.

Scenic construction work, 
alongside Film & TV 
production, is thriving 
in Wales. We’re pleased 
to support RWCMD in 
developing new talent 
for the industry. 
Hannah Raybould,  
Operations Manager,  
Bad Wolf

The course offers 
an optional one-
year ‘top-up’ to 
BA (Hons) Design 
for Performance.
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Design for 
Performance

RWCMD is a world leader in the training of designers 
for performance. Students find themselves not 
only at the centre of the College’s diverse creative 
community, but of international activity in the field.

100% STUDENT 
SATISFACTION*

*2019 National Student Survey

#RWCMDDesign
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 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Undergraduate 
Programme

BA (Hons)   
Design for Performance

A full range of training and 
experience in design and 
realisation for performance

3 Years

Postgraduate 
Programme

MA Design for Performance

With specialist pathways in:

• Performance Design

• Set Design

• Costume Design

• Costume Construction

• Puppetry

• Lighting Design

• Sound Design

• Scenic Arts and 
Construction for 
Stage and Screen

• Video Design

• VR Design

1 Year full time plus 
work-based module

Flexible study options 
are available for people 
already working in 
a related field

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/design

Students receive training in a wide 
range of technical skills including 
technical drawing, model making 
and costume construction.
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PRODUCTION WORK
RWCMD’s wide-ranging 
artistic programme offers a 
wealth of opportunities for 
designers to realise their work 
for public performances. As 
part of the Richard Burton 
Company (see p.31), they 
work on around fifteen 
productions each year, 
from small scale tours of 
specially commissioned 
new plays through to 
main stage musicals and 
opera productions.

PERFORMANCE 
PROJECTS
A Wearable Art Show, 
performed for a public 
audience each spring, gives 
designers the chance to 
take centre stage, modelling 
costumes created from 
‘found’ and recycled materials. 
The annual site-specific 
puppetry performance (right) 
offers further opportunities 
for designers to experience 
audience reaction first-hand.

EXHIBITIONS
The College’s Linbury Gallery 
provides a stunning and unique 
setting for ever-changing 
displays of student design work 
- from installations featuring 
giant paper sculptures to 
scenic art and props displays. 
Balance, our annual exhibition 
of graduating students’ work, 
attracts the interest of leading 
professional directors and other 
employers. The opening week 
at RWCMD in Cardiff is followed 
by a residency at Bargehouse 
on London’s South Bank.
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GRADUATE CAREERS
Tom Scutt

• Winner of the Linbury 
Prize for Stage Design

•  Royal Shakespeare 
Company, Royal 
National Theatre, 
Royal Opera House

•  Associate Artist, 
Donmar Warehouse

•  MTV Video Music Awards

•  2016 Tony Award 
nomination for Best 
Costume Design

• WhatsOnStage Best 
Set Design for Little 
Shop of Horrors 

• 2019 Critics’ Choice 
Award Best Design for A 
Very Expensive Poison 

THE LINBURY PRIZE
RWCMD has an unparalleled 
track record of success in 
the Linbury Prize – the UK’s 
most prestigious competition 
for emerging performance 
designers. In 2019, six of the 
twelve finalists were recent 
graduates and two, TK Hay 
and Rose Revitt, went on to 
win the competition. They 
get the chance to work with 
some of the country’s leading 
theatre, opera and dance 
companies and to exhibit 
at the National Theatre.

Photo: 2019 Linbury 
Prize Winner, TK 
Hay’s design for 
RWCMD production 
of The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame. 

Photo: RWCMD graduates and placement students 
on the set of Sky One’s Discovery of Witches

Set construction work is based 
in the College’s large and 
superbly-equipped workshops 
at Llanishen Studios.
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Photo: 30 students and graduates worked 
with Bad Wolf in the creative department 
on the BBC and HBO production of 
His Dark Materials (pictured), as well 
as Sky’s Discovery of Witches.





100% GRADUATE 
EMPLOYMENT

Arts 
Management 

Working closely with our 
industry partners, creating 
opportunities for students to 
gain hands-on experience, is at 
the heart of everything we do. 
We equip our graduates with a 
transferable bundle of practical 
skills and relevant experience of 
current practice to ensure they 
are 100% ‘employment-ready.’
Karen Pimbley, 
Arts Management Course Leader

 LEVEL  COURSE  DURATION

Postgraduate 
Programme

MA Arts Management

Specialist Pathways:

• General Arts 
Management 

• Creative Producing

• Orchestral 
Management

1 Year (Full Time) 
2 - 5 Years (Part Time)

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/artsman

For applicants with two or more years’ 
professional, paid experience in a 
creative or arts/production management 
role, the course can be tailored to 
individual career development needs, 
with relevant modules available for APEL.

© Wales Millennium Centre
#RWCMDArtsManagement
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WITH SPECIALISTS PATHWAYS IN:

General Arts Management 

• Fundraising  

• Audience Development 

• Online & Offline Communications

• Access & Participation Projects  

• Equality & Diversity in the Arts

Creative Producing

• Venue Producing

• Independent Creative Producing   

• Programming 

• Marketing   

• Fundraising

Orchestral Management

• Artistic Programming & Planning 

• Working with Orchestras 
& Ensembles  

• Marketing

• Fundraising  

• Opera Management

I love that everyone 
works so closely 
together and is really 
passionate about the 
work that they do 
and the difference 
that it makes.
Grace Nelder

PROFESSIONAL 
PLACEMENTS
Two professional work 
placements run over the 
Spring and Summer terms, 
providing students with 
practical experience within 
the College’s venues and 
with one of 32 partner 
organisations, which include 
Wales Millennium Centre, 
National Dance Company 
Wales, Welsh National 
Opera, St David’s Hall 
and No Fit State Circus.

GRADUATE CAREERS
Toks Dada

• Chair of REPCo

• Board of Directors, 
Sinfonia Cymru

• Project Co-ordinator 
(International Concert 
Series Extras) St 
David’s Hall

• Programme Co-ordinator 
(Classical Music) for 
Town Hall Symphony 
Hall Birmingham

• Steering Group Member, 
BBC Diversity and 
Inclusion in Composition 
Conference

• Non-Executive Director 
of Welsh National Opera

• Head of Classical Music, 
Southbank Centre
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Junior 
Conservatoire

I really enjoy 
making new 
friends who 
enjoy music as 
much as I do.
Lewis, Junior 
Conservatoire student

Every Saturday, the Royal Welsh College of Music 
& Drama is home to the Junior Conservatoire. 

From their very first steps in music through to intensive preparation for 
conservatoire-level training, the Junior Conservatoire offers children 
and young people the opportunity to learn together in an exciting and 
supportive environment. All courses run on Saturdays during term time only.   

 COURSE  AGES ★ STANDARD

Advanced Course 8-18 Grade 5 and above

Music First 7-11 Grades 1-5

Mini Music 4-8 No experience required

All courses run on Saturdays at RWCMD

TUITION INCLUDES:

Classical and  
Jazz Pathways

Individual Lessons

Chamber Music

Jazz Ensemble

Piano and voice workshops

Language classes 
for singers

General Musicianship

Music Theory

Aural Training

Junior Orchestra

Choir

Improvisation Classes

Specialist tuition 
in Composition

Charlotte Kwok performed for 
HRH The Prince of Wales at 
Buckingham Palace as part of a 
special celebration for the Royal 
Welsh College of Music & Drama.

Mini Music classes for ages 4-8 
focus on singing and rhythmic 
movement to stimulate and 
develop children’s natural curiosity 
and enjoyment in music.

Young RWCMD

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/juniorconservatoire

Junior Conservatoire 
also hosts Summer 
Schools and instrument-
specific workshops
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Young Actors
Studio

Young Actors Studio courses and workshops provide 
young people with an opportunity to develop a range 
of acting skills and gain a real insight into the training 
provided by leading drama schools.

 WHAT  WHO  WHEN

Acting 
Course

16-20 Saturdays in Pembrokeshire 
Sundays in Cardiff

Theatre 
Workshop

11-18 Saturdays in Pembrokeshire 
Sundays in Cardiff

Summer Schools and 
Audition Workshops

Various

Fourteen graduates of YAS 
are studying on RWCMD’s 
BA (Hons) Acting course.  

Young RWCMD

GRADUATE CAREERS
Annes Elwy

• Young Actors Studio

•  BA in Acting at RWCMD

•  The Crucible at 
Bristol Old Vic

•  YEN at the Royal 
Court Theatre

•  Yr Ymadawiad  
(The Passing) film

• Little Women, BBC One

• Hidden, BBC One, 2020

Many students of the 
Junior Conservatoire 
and Young Actors 
Studio are able 
to benefit from 
bursary support for 
tuition fees, thanks 
to the generosity 
of the College’s 
many supporters.

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/yas

The Young 
Actors Studio has 
become a rich 
source of talent 
for the College, 
providing an 
important bridge 
between school 
and professional 
training. 
Sean Crowley,  
Director of Drama, RWCMD
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City of the 
Unexpected

Cardiff is a city buzzing 
with creative energy. 

To find out more, visit: 
www.creativecardiff.org.uk  
www.visitcardiff.com©



Photo: City of the 
Unexpected – a 
major city-wide 
celebration of 
Cardiff-born Roald 
Dahl involved a 
cast of 3,500.  

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

C
ra

ig
 K

ir
kw

o
o

d



Discover 
Wales

© Visit Wales

Step outside Cardiff and you will discover 
some of the UK’s most breathtaking 
landscapes and ancient monuments.



Land of legends.  
Land of adventures.  
www.visitwales.com





Photo: A gala performance at Buckingham Palace 
hosted by RWCMD Patron, HRH The Prince of Wales.
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Support us

In this highly competitive and financially 
demanding environment, the College actively 
seeks relationships with donors and partnerships 
to ensure our success, fulfil our potential and 
provide financial assistance to students.

We are hugely grateful for the 
support we receive from individuals, 
families, businesses, trusts and 
foundations and they are part 
of our creative community.

Together, their contributions help 
our students gain the maximum 
benefit from their time at the 
College while helping the College 
extend its influence and share its 
experiences beyond Wales on a 
national and international canvas.

HOW TO SUPPORT 
THE COLLEGE

RWCMD Connect

Named scholarships and 
other naming opportunities

Funding bursaries and 
Student Hardship

Legacies

Major and endowment gifts

Sponsoring training, 
performances, ensembles 
and special projects

Supporting wider access

The establishment 
of an Opera School 
at the Royal 
Welsh College of 
Music & Drama is 
an exciting new 
development for 
the College and 
I am delighted 
that my support 
will contribute 
to its growth.
David Seligman OBE,  
Legator

For more information, please contact the Development Department on 
029 2039 1420 / 029 2039 1401 or email development@rwcmd.ac.uk

www.rwcmd.ac.uk/supportus
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Eich cyfle i gefnogi profiadau  
hyfforddiant a chyfleoedd  
perfformio myfyrwyr

Your chance to support  
student training experiences  
and performance opportunities

CONNECT
CYSWLLT

For more information, please 
call 02920 391420 or visit 
www.rwcmd.ac.uk/connect

Am ragor o wybodaeth, ffoniwch 
02920 391420 neu ewch i  
www.rwcmd.ac.uk/connect

The generous support 
of our donors allows us 
to bring leading artists 
from across the world to 
work with our students, 
such as Maestro Carlo 
Rizzi, our Hodge 
Foundation International 
Chair in Conducting. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND BURSARIES
The College provides 
financial support to ensure 
that every student who is 
offered a place to study 
can take it up, based on 
merit and regardless of 
financial circumstances.  

Thanks to the generosity 
of donors, businesses and 
trusts and foundations, we 
are able to offer a range of 
scholarships to help with 
the costs of studying with 
us. The College also has a 
Bursary Fund to which all 
incoming undergraduate 
students who are resident 
in the UK and have low 
household income will be 
able to apply each year for 
the duration of their studies. 

Whilst at College, any 
students facing financial 
hardship can apply to the 
College’s Student Hardship 
Fund for assistance. 
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Further 
info

Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama 
Castle Grounds, Cathays Park,  
Cardiff CF10 3ER, United Kingdom

Admissions 
Tel: +44 (0) 29 2039 1361

Email 
admissions@rwcmd.ac.uk

Find more information about the 
Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama 
on our website, rwcmd.ac.uk

Stay connected with the College  
For breaking news, graduate 
& student stories and regular 
updates follow us @RWCMD 
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