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To help you prepare for your audition, please read the following guidance notes carefully.

For entry in September 2023, all candidates will be required to submit a recorded audition in support of
their application. Once you submit your UCAS Conservatoires application you should submit your recorded
audition via Acceptd [https://app.getacceptd.com/rwecmd].

Your Recorded Audition
e Recordings should be submitted by Friday 21 October 2022.

e Acceptd can process the following file formats: MP4, MPEG, MPG, MOV, AVI, WMV, M4V, FLV,
WEBM, MKV, M2V. Alternatively, you can upload a URL link or links to YouTube. Each uploaded
video file should not exceed 4GB.

e Your audition should be an audio-visual file and should open with a verbal account of your
experience and aims for the future. You should also include a short verbal introduction of each
piece in your recording.

e Please submit:

1. An audio- visual recording of a performance, within which you appear as conductor of a
choir. Ideally this recording should be taken from a face-on position to the conductor,
rather than from an audience position. The recording should include at least two
contrasting pieces and should last approximately 10-15 minutes.

2. You are also required to sing a short unaccompanied solo piece of their own choice as
part of the audio-visual audition submission.

e Audio only recordings will not be accepted.

Following the assessment of the recorded submission shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend an
interview online.
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Further Interview

If you are invited to attend a further online interview, we will send you confirmation of the next steps via
email / Acceptd. Once confirmed the exact date and time of your audition will be added to your UCAS
application.

During the interview you will be asked to discuss strategies for preparing and rehearsing one of the pieces
from your audition recording, and you will have an opportunity to talk about your future ambitions and to
ask questions relating to the College and the course.

Interviews will usually take place on weeks days between 31 October —9 December 2022, for recorded
auditions submitted by the deadline.

Following this interview, candidates may be invited to attend a final audition and interview either online
or in person.

Final Audition & Interview

If you are invited to attend a final audition and interview, we will send you confirmation of the next steps
via email / Acceptd. Once confirmed the exact date and time of your audition and interview will be added
to your UCAS application.

During the audition you will be asked to conduct an RWCMD ensemble where you will be observed by
members of the panel.

This audition and interview is likely to take place in Spring 2023.

What Happens Next?

We aim to communicate decisions within 3 weeks of an audition/interview. All decisions following
auditions/interviews will be communicated via UCAS Conservatoires Track/Hub.
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Tips and Advice Recorded Submissions:

Sound

Please be sure your recording device is placed on a tripod or flat surface, and ensure you are visible
for the duration of your performance. If using a mobile phone, record horizontally.

Please make sure that if you are using a mobile phone, you do not record your submissions on
‘selfie mode.’

Your performance must be one continuous shot with no edits or cuts. Edits are accepted for
introduction and closing dialogue only.

Hiring of recording equipment is not expected. However, we do require the video and audio to be
of ‘good quality’ for submissions. Recordings from mobile phones are accepted.

If access to any recording device is not possible, please contact admissions@rwcmd.ac.uk for
advice.

Where possible, ensure the light is directed from the front or the sides. For example, if you are
sitting with a window behind you, you will disappear, and the video will appear dark and fuzzy. It is
equally important that we see your performance as well as hear it.

Before starting your recording, please check that you have sufficient memory and battery life.

Before making your recording, ensure that there is no distortion to the sound during the loudest
passages, and keep at a consistent distance from your recording device throughout your
performance.

Place the recording device near your instrument, but not too near. Test out a few distances to find
out what works best for you. Start at five to six feet away and adjust from there. It will differ
depending on location and the recording device being used.

Recording equipment or external microphones for iPhone/Android can be used to help improve
audio quality, however, they are not necessary.

Record in the right space. Minimise the background noise. Think about the time of day and location
when you can exert the most control over what’s happening in the background.

It is very important to do a mock recording and review the audio.

We are aware of the challenges presented by recorded submissions and our panellists will be instructed to

allow for issues beyond the control of the applicant when watching and assessing the video. The following
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list is not exclusive, but indicates the type of area that might be affected through video submission, and
thus will be taken into consideration:

e Time delays between sound and image

e Instrumental/vocal sound quality

e A piano that is out of tune, or not of particularly good quality (including use of an electric keyboard)
e Use of a modern instrument for historically informed repertoire

If your best musical take includes a minor domestic interruption (e.g. siren in the background, someone
passing through the shot), please know that the panel is able to disregard this, so don’t sacrifice that
version.
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